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SONY PICTURES –
VIACOM 18 MERGER

Sony Pictures and Network – Viacom 18 merger is all
set and will involve swapping stocks. Sony will own 74%
stake in the merged entity, while Viacom18 will hold the
remaining 26% and Reliance Industries will get 10-12% share
in the merged entity due to its stake in Viacom 18. Reliance
wants to ensure that it continues to get
the content for the Jio platforms and does
not want to entail the running of the
entertainment channels.

This merger will take on Disney+
Hotstar and other digital entertainment
platforms in India. Disney and Star India
had signed a merger last year for $71.3 Bn,
under which Disney+ became part of
Hotstar. The company has launched
Disney+ under its Hotstar premium
plans in India.Sony Liv and Voot, have
been non-starters compared to Amazon
Prime Video, Netflix or Hotstar.

Sony Pictures Network clocked
a total revenue of ̀  6,309.9 Cr in
the financial year 2018-19, and
` 6,428.0 Cr in the previous year.
The company’s profit after tax
also went down by 22.54% to
` 346.4 Cr against ` 447.2 Cr a
year ago. In FY19, the
broadcaster’s revenue from operations was ` 6,223.7 Cr,
advertising income stood at ` 3,178.6 Cr  and subscription
income  was ̀  1,962.9 Cr.

Network18-owned Viacom 18 had made losses to the
tune of ̀  24 Cr  in the fourth quarter of 2019 and in FY 2020,
Q3 Network 18’s entertainment businesses — Viacom18,
AETN18 and Indiacast — has recorded INR 1,137 Cr in
operating revenues and posted ` 1,184 recorded in the
previous year. The EBITDA for the same quarter grew by
262% to INR 245 Cr from INR 68 Cr in Q3 FY19.

Reliance will own the news channels and the cable
entities -  Den Network and Hathway and the news channels
will be merged under one entity. Raj Nayak, former COO,
Viacom 18 tweeted: "Interesting: Sony to own 74 per cent
after merger with Viacom 18; ready for duel with Disney
Star." 

saaonaI–vaayaka^ma ivalayasaaonaI–vaayaka^ma ivalayasaaonaI–vaayaka^ma ivalayasaaonaI–vaayaka^ma ivalayasaaonaI–vaayaka^ma ivalaya
saaonaI ip@casa- eMD naoTvak-–vaayaka^ma 18 ivalaya ko ilae pUrI trh

tOyaar hO AaOr [samaoM sTa^k ka svaOipMga Saaimala haogaa.ivalaya kI gayaI [ka[-
maoM saaonaI kI 74‰ ihssaodarI haogaI¸ jabaik vaayaka^ma 18 SaoYa 26‰
ihssaodarI rKogaa AaOr irlaayaMsa [MDsT/Ija kao ivalaya kI gayaI [ka[- maoM 10–
12‰ ihssaa vaayaka^ma 18 maoM ApnaI ihssaodarI ko karNa imalaogaa.irlaayaMsa

yah sauinaiScat krnaa caahta hO ik ]sao ijayaao PlaoTfama-
ko ilae saamaga`I imalatI rho AaOr vah manaaorMjana caOnalaaoM
kI daOD, maoM Gausanaa nahIM caahta hO.

yah ivalaya Baart maoM iDjnaI+ ha^TsTar AaOr
Anya iDijaTla manaaorMjana PlaoTfamaao-M ka maukabalaa
krogaI.iDjnaI va sTar [MiDyaa nao ipClao saala 71º3
ibailayana Dâlar ko ivalaya pr hstaxar ikyao qao̧  ijasako
tht iDjnaI+ hâTsTar ka ihssaa bana gayaa.kMpnaI
nao Baart maoM Apnao hâTsTar p̀Iimayama Plaâna ko tht
iDjnaI + kao laânca ikyaa hO.saaonaI ilava AaOr vaUt¸
Amaojana p̀a[ma vaIiDyaao̧  naoTiFla@sa yaa hâTsTar kI
tulanaa AiQak saflata p̀aPt nahIM kr saka.

saaonaI ip@casa- naoTvak- nao iva<avaYa- 2018–19 maoM
kula 6309º9 kraoD, Épyao AaOr ipClao
vaYa- 6428º0 kraoD, Épyao ka rajasva
Aija-t ikyaa qaa.kr ko baad BaI kMpnaI
ka laaBa 22º54‰ GaTkr 346º4 kraoD,
Épyao rh gayaa¸ jaao ik ek saala phlao
447º2 kraoD, É qaa. iva<avaYa-’19 maoM

saMcaalana sao p`saark kI Aaya 6223º7 kraoD, É qaI¸ iva&apna Aaya
3178º6 kraoD, É AaOr sabsaËIPSana Aaya 1962º9 kraoD, É qaI.

naoTvak- 18 kI svaaima%va vaalao vaayaka^ma 18 nao 2019 kI caaOqaI
itmaahI maoM 24 kraoD, Épyao GaaTo ka saamanaa ikyaa qaa¸ iva<avaYa- 2020¸
@yaU3 maoM naoTvak- 18 ko manaaorMjana vyavasaaya–vaayaka^ma 18¸ e[-TIena18 AaOr
[MiDyaakasT nao saMcaalana rajasva maoM 1137 kraoD, Épyao dja- ikyaa hO̧  jaao
ik ipClao vaYa- maoM 1184 kraoD, Épyao irka^D- ikyaa gayaa qaa.[saI itmaahI
ko ilae [-baIAa[-TIDIe¸ @yaU 3 iva<avaYa-19 maoM 68 kraoD, Épyao sao ]Cala
maarta huAa 262‰ baZ,kr 245 kraoD, Épyao ko str pr phuMca gayaa.

irlaayaMsa¸ samaacaar caOnalaaoM AaOr kobala saMsqaaAaoM ka maailak haogaa–
Dona naoTvak-̧  hoqavao AaOr samaacaar caOnalaaoM ka ivalaya ek [ka[- ko $p maoM
ikyaa jaayaogaa.vaayaka^ma 18 ko pUva- saIAaoAao raja naayak nao iT\vaT ikyaa
ik ‘idlacasp: saaonaI ka vaayaka^ma 18 ko saaqa ivalaya ko baad 74 p`itSat
ka maailakanaa hk¸ iDjnaI sTar ko saaqa WMWyauw ko ilae tOyaar.’ 
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